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FROM: Kika de la Garza, M C
FOR: Immediate Release, 7-17-67
\~ASHINGTON, D C
Secretary Freeman advised Rep Kika de la Garza recently he was directing a review
of Latin American Job O~portunities. The move marked the opening of a campaign called
for recently by President Johnson to assure equal opportunity for the Nation's second
largest minority group.
On June 9, President Johnson created an inter-agency committee on Mexican American
affairs naming Commissioner Vicente Ximenes of the Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion its chairman. At the same time, President Johnson appointed the Secretary of
Labor, Secretary of Agriculture, Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare, Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development, and the Director of the Office of Economic Opportunity,
as members, de la Garza said.
In scheduling the job opportunity survey, Secretary Freeman told Rep de la Garza
it was part of a coordinated action "to assure that our Departmental programs are reach-
ing the Latin Ameticans, and to seek out new programs that may be necessary to Latin
Americans in their search for equal opportunity and first-class American citizenship."
The Secretary of Agriculture said that USDA agency heads would closely examine
Departmental personnel needs, particularly in the Southwestern United States which is
the center of the Latin American population. Secretary Freeman also said he is forming
a Departmental advisory committee "that will assist me in carrying out President
Johnson's mandate."
One of the first tasks the committee is to undertake, according to Secretary
Freeman, will be an evaluation of USDA programs now in effect across the Southwest,
according to Rep de la Garza.
The Secretary specifically cited the Agricultural Conservation Program, work with
Latin Americans by home economists, cooperative agricultural programs, grazing permits
on national forest lands, loans for construction of housing, water and recreational
facilities, basic adult education centers, and the special milk and school lunch pro-
gram.
"Although thousands of Latin American families have been helped by these Depart-
ment of Agriculture programs," said Secretary Freeman, "there is still a great deal
more that can and should be done." Rep de la Garza told the Secretary he lauded his
stand.
